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fully acquainted with the deſign of turning out M:- 
niſters, nor what thanks would be atterwards given 
for doing of it, they ſent Meſengers to the Camare- 
nians (the moſt active Peopte thereabout in thar Per- 
ſecution) and kept them off the Miniſters of the 
Presbytery of Strayraver. None of thele Miniſters 
had'any viſit trom them until the Convention of E- 
ſtates adjourned, except one Night , ſeven of theſe 
Reformers went to the Miniſters of Le/walr and X;r- 
colme, and enquiring for Arms, at length dilcharged 
them to preach ; and about Two of the Clock in the 
Morning went to the Miniſter of Strarraver's houle, 
when he was abroad, who broke open his Doors,and 
with naked Swords and bended Piſtols, terrifted his 
Wite and young Children , threatning the greateſt 
Cruelty againſt them, if that Miniſter did preach any 
more in lis Church, and if his Wife did not deliver 
to them what Arms her Husband had,cither belong- 
ing to himl(elt or' his Brethren,aHedging, that becauic 
dwelling in a Town,his Brethren for Security would 
leave what- Arms they had with him. 

After this thoſe Miniſters continued preaching in 
their Churehes, although they had but very ſmall 
Congregations ; for the news of that cruel Perſecuti- 
on, and that Presbytery was to beſet up, which the 
Presbyterians did very induſtrioufly ſpread abrotd , 
did frighten the moft' part -of their Peopke from the 
Churches inte their Meeting-houſes. So that they 
had but Congregations like that of Noah's Ark, until 
the Pretz2ſtants were forced to flee from 7reland;then 
they had numerous Congregations, that place of the 
Country.lying nigheſt to /reland of any part of the 
South-welt' of. Scotland. After the Proclamation 
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came out, appointing all Miniſters to pray for their 
pretent Majeſties King Wi4#iam and Queen Mary, all 
the Miniſters of that Presbytery (except one who 
was occaſionally abſent about lus Aﬀairs at Eder 
bargh) obeyed it, and gave all due Obedience to the 
pretent Government in the State : afterwards they 
continued in the Exerciſe of their Miniſtry until 
Whitſaatide, a little betore which time the Commiſ(- 
ſioners of that Shire came home from Edenburgh 
tully inſtructed with all the Fanatick Intrigues.They 
brought along with them a Commilſlion trom the 
Committee to diſcharge the preſent Magiſtrates of 
that Town of their Offices, and to caule new ones 
to be elected in their room. Thele two Commiſli- 
oners called for one Patrick Paterſon , who had for- 
merly been Mayor or Provoſt of that Town, who 
told him they would o far _—_— the Inhabitants 
or over-rule them, as to reſtore him fo his former 
place, it he would condeſcend to put the Miniſter 
of Stranraver out of his Church, and aſliſt them in 
thruſting out the reſt of his Brethren from theirs: 
which Provoſt Paterſon declin'd , declaring he was 
not ſo fond of Government , as to accept of it for 
(uch Conditions. Whereupon they. called upon 
William Torbran , whom | have already mentioned, 
who but a little time before, was in the Records of 
that Town bound over to the Peace, for offering to 
Murther his Son-in-Law, whom he had cheated out 
of his Patrimony left him by his Father , for de- 
ſiring a part of his own to {et up for himſelt, and 
to live upon. This Torbran the two Commillioners 
judge the fitteſt Man, and he cheerfully under- 
takes the Bargain, aſſuring them they required no 
more 
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more of him than what he wiſhed had been done 
long before; for that Party thought themſelves 
far-out, in that their Zeal againſt the Minitters 
had not ſo timouſly appeared as their provadent 
Brethrens did ; yet although they were longer in 
Executing their Malice upon thele Miniſters ot that 
Presbytery,. then, any where elſe in the Welt , yet 
they afterwards ſufficiently recommended their Zeal 
for Presbytery, by the Crueltics and Barbaritics in- 
ficted on them. 

Theſe Commiſſioners, I mentioned, brought with 
them. from Edenburgh ome Contributions to be di- 
{tributed amongſt the 7riſh Proteſtants, who were 
in great, numbers about Stranraver ; this Money 
they only give to.ſome of the rudeſt Fanaticks that 
came from Jreland, and that not as Charity either, 
but as Wages for to abuſe the Miniſters , and to 
thruſt them from their Clurches and Livings ; who 
indeed, although as they pretended to flee irom 7- 
reland tor the Proteſtant Religion, yet did not in 
the leaſt ſcruple to perſecute Proteſtant Miniſters. 
There was one William Ferguſon of Latterpin it 
the Viſcount of XAemmure's Regiment, who knew thc 
Country better then any of theſe /r;/h People, who 
was ſent] for to. be. their Captain ; he. with - his 
Guards .upon Whitſunday Eve, went. through the 
molt part of the Miniſters of that Presbytery, dif 
charging them under the pain of Death to preach 
any more in their Churches ; among(t the reſt, he 
went to the Miniſter ot Stranraver, atter they had 
bolted the Doors and Windows of his Church , and 
made hun their Priſoner. Mr. Ramſay the Miniſter 
inquired by what Order 2 Whom he anſwered, That 
Morning he had come from the Viſcount of Fen- 
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( 10 )) 
mure, who, has he had chaſed away Mr. Browne 
his own Miniſter, and the reſt of his Neighbour 
Brethren from their Churches , {6 his Lordſhip 
had ordered him to come up, and put the Miniſters 
of that Presbytery from their Churches. Afterwards, 
calling for the Miniſters Gowa, and not finding it,he 
brought him to the Croſs, when they came there, 
Ferguſon ſhouted, and cried out , 7 diſcharge you 
in King William, Queen Maty, and the Corventions 
Name, upon the pain of Death, to preach any more 
in the Church. of Stranraver. To which the Mini- 
ſter replied , If he could have Patent doors he would 
preach, and would hazard to undergo their Cruelty, 
rather than defert his Charge , unleſs he could pro- 
duce him ſome Warrant from Authority for what he 
did. And opening the Proclamation of Eſtates pub- 
lickly diſcharged him to offer any Injury to him, 
or any of his Brethren conform to that Proclama- 
tion, which he told him was a better Order than 
Ferguſon's inviſible one. ' Upon which Diſcourſe, 
Ferguſon offered to' rear the Proclamation out of the 
Miniſters hands ; upon which he told him , That he 
was a proper Servant of theirs, to tear their pub. 
lick Orders, when their private Commands ( if there 
were any ſuch as he alledged) came to be put in Ex- 
ecution , leſt they ſhould appear as inconfiſtent with 
themſelves, as he would make them. . Upon which 
Diſcourle an 7r:z/þ Preacher of theirs came up to 
the Miniſter, and faid to him, That he and all the 
reſt of Baal's Prieſts (by that term underſtanding 
all Epiſcopal Miniſters) were too long permitted to 
live, let be , ſuffered to preach , and ſeduce that 
People any longer. To which the Miniſter anſiver- 
ed, That neither he nor any of his Brethren could 
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be called Baal's Prieſts; that they had preached a- 
gainſt the Idolatry of the Church of: Rome, when 
they were finfully filent , out of fear King James 
would have taken away their nj ny - and while 
the Church was oppoſing Popery , they did their beſt 
to bring it in : and had the Epiſcopa! Parliaments 
condeſcended to Abrogate the Penal Statutes, as the 
Presbyterians did ( notwithſtauding they had the im- 
pudence to call them Papiſfts) they would never have 
got an Indulgence. Afterwards that Presbyterian 
Preacher canted anent Calls, and ſeveral other im- 
pertinent Traſh ; to all which the Miniſter an{wer- 
ed him, Thefe Ruffins not daring, although often 
times they threatned, at that time to-do him harm, 
becauſe ſeveral of his Friends :were preſent , , aad 
ſome good Church People that knew them in 7re- 
land, who would have ſtood up in the Miniſters 
Defence, had they offered any. Violence: to his Per- 
ſon: | At faſt; havmg more Miniſters'rthat'/Night to 
viſit, they were content to: difmniſs him for ' that 
time, - + 

The next day, not having liberty to preach in 
his own Church, the Doors and Windows. bein 
bolted and guarded, he went to the Miniſter of 
Lefwalls, who being\in fulpence what to do', his 
Church Doors were open and without guard , \but 
he was threatned Dearth if he preached: ;| the Mini- 
ſter of Strauraver undertook to preach for him , 
which {6 incenſed that. Party againſt him and his 
poor Family , that a great Party of them.came to 
his Houſe: upon Mwnday thereafter, and made ſearch 
for him and his Gowns, and approaching nigh: his 
Books, which his Wite - guarded , left they _— 
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fpoil-them,. they ſo toſſed his Wife, being big with. 
Child, within a Fortnight of her Time, that the fell 
down in a Swoon amongſt their ; Feet, and they 
worle then Savages , without regard to her' Sex 
or Condition, moſt inhumanly ſtepped over her , 
without offering to take her up. And they not 
finding the Miniſter, and leaving his Wite in 1o 
lad a © ondition, did drown out his Fire, abuſed his 
Houſhold Goods and : Furniture, throwing out the 
greateſt part of. them to the' Streets, \and by.pub- 
hck Proclamation diſcharged the People of that 
Town, under the greateſt peril, either ro lend, (ell, 
or give any thing'tor:the-Suſtenance ot him-or his 
Family. Afterwards, that: Afternoon they came fc- 
veral times: in -fearch'.. of Mr. Ramſey and his 
Gowns; and' his Wite -recovering, ſhe took the 
Courage to inquire at them , What they would , do 
with her Fusband and his Gown if they had them 2 
They anſwered, . They would pull his Gown over . his 
ſhoulders, and his' Head. with it. -» And underſtand- 
ing they intended to tear his Gown , and to burn 
it at the Croſs of that Town, 4t being the moſt 
publick place in that Country, with the, Solemaity 
of tolling-of -Bells, and. diſcharging of ' Muxkets: 
Mr. Ram/ay's Wite told them , They needed not be ſo 
much . offended:for want of ther Husband's Gown, for 
rather than: they ſhould be —_— of the So- 
lemnity they intended , ſhe would give them one black 
Goun of her oun, which ſhe would more willingly 
ſpare than any of her Husbands. \At: which, being 
aſhamed, they :went away, and troubled her no more 
at that time. - This'Troop after this manner went 
thorough all thele Miniſters of the Presbytery of 
Stran- 
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Stranraver, and in what Paroch there were any 
Presbyterian Preachers, there they thruſt the Mini- 
ſters not only from their Churches, . but alto. their 
Houſes and Barns , whereof theſe Preachers imme- 
diately took poſſeſſion. Amongtt :the reſt, they 
moſt barbarouſly abuled the Family of Mr. Nac- 
ſmyth, Miniſter of #Xirkcolme , and the Perions of 
Mr. Cameron Miniſter of Jnch , beating him, and 
throwing a ſhower of Stones upon. him, when he 
was going towards his Church ; as alſo. Mr. Toung 
Miniſter of Xirkmaden, whom they {wore by whar 
is ſacred, that they would ſhoot him dead, becaule 
he would not deliver them his Gowns , nor woufd 
not cut his own Girdle, nor deliver to them the 
Liturgy of the Church of England to be burnt, 
tor which Mr. 7owng was ſet on his Knees to receive 
the ſhot from one Campbell of Carrickfergus , who 
preſented, but his Neighbours , with their Muskets 
turning the Mouth ot his aſide, when ke was a 
ſhooting, , by, God's Providence Mr. .7oung was 1a- 
ved... This Mr. Toung hath a ſickly Woman'to his: 
Wite, who hath kept her Bed theſe Eight years by- 
gone, theſe barbarous Wretches, when they thruſt 
him, out of his Manſe or Parſonage Houſe,would not 
allow his Wite the time to put on her Clothes, "but 
threw her almoſt naked into the Garden ; at laſt, 
when through the interceſſion of the Gentlemen of 
that Paroch, his Wife was permitted to live in the 
Stable. The Presbyterian Preacher ,. . Mr. James 
Wilſon, who took poſleſſion' of the Houle, knowing 
Mrs. Towng's Diſtemper to be a vioknt Head-ach', 
that Preacher cauſed his Servants to go to the Stable 
door where the ſick Gentlewoman lay , who there 
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apy Noiſe to. diſturb her 'Head , and increafe her 
Pain , «and that aot once, but twice or thrice each 
day whilſt the lay in the Stable, near an hour at e- 
very time, tormenting her {6 that ſhe was forc'd 
to hire a Houſe ſome where elle , where ſhe might 
have the liberty to endure her AﬀliCtion peaccably. 
Which was all the Reparation -Mr. Tow had tor 
building that Stable, and expending thirty pounds 
ſterlivg in melioraring the Manſion-Houte. 

Thus after they had thruſt all thele Miniſters 
from their Churches, and fome trom their Houlcs 
and Barns, their Fuxy was a little abated unril A«- 
geſt tollowing, when the Commilitoners came lone, 
from that Scilion of Parliament which abolithed E- 
piſcopacy, with new Inſtructions trom the Brethren. 
One of them told Mr. William Sommervell Modera- 
tor, who was Miniſter of Leſwal/t , in which Pa- 
roch that Commiſſioner lived , that he was repro- 
ved on the Road tor tuffering that Miniſter to live 
ſa, Jong in his Manſe' (when indeed Mr. Sommervelt, 
a natur'd Gentleman, lived in a Barn at Dun- 
duff i a good way from the Manſe or Parlonage 
Houſe,'-and only: his Wite, a neer Coſin ' ro rhat 
Gommiſſioner, lived at the Manſe, to take care of 
the. Gleah') and that Commiſſioner -further tofd 
that Miniſfer., that they were reſolved once to 
chaſe all the Miniſters out of their proper Paroches, 
adding, that they might look to themſelves, how 
they came back. And becauſe that Mr. Sommerve// 
was fo! bold as to keep any of his Family about the 
Manſe, that he ſhould cauſe him meet with a more 
ſevere viſit e're long: And indeed he was as goed 
as 
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as his word (although Sheriff of the Shure, he was 
obliged to proteA thole who had given Obedience 
to the Government ) for he hounded out thote 
barbarous Ruthas upon him, who abuſed his Per- 
{on and Goods , and chaled him out - of his own 
Paroch : And when one Mr. Cleveland leeing their 
barbarity, ſpoke in that Miniſters behalt, and vp- 
braided them for their Cruelty , although he lum- 
{ell was a rigid Presbyterian, yet they beat him , 
and wounded bim in the Arm, fo full were they of 
Rancour aad Cruelty towards the poor Epilcopal 
Clergy, that none dared ſo much as ſpeak one word 
in their favours. 

There was a new Fund of Money , fitteen or 
twenty pounds Sterling fent from Edenburgh in Faly 
with Mr. Bowis Miniſter of Stephen's Church, tobe 
delivered to Provoſt Torbran, and his Allociates, to 
be diſtributed amongſt the diſtreſſed rib People 
at Strayraver. They conform to their laudable 
Cuſtom , imploy that _ to bring down ſome 
Mountaineers, giving Two thillings a day to each 
of them to drive every Miniſter, and. their Fami- 
lies, out of their re{peftive Paroches, that they 
might not reap their Gleebs, and that their Tythe 
might come 1n to their Presbyterian Curates, Up- 
on the Twentieth day of Auguſt 1689. there went 
Ten of thoſe barbarous Wretches to Mr. Cameron 
Miniſter of Inch, abuſed his Furmiture, aud one Mr. 
Meikan (o beat his Servant, that he leit him almoſt 
dead upon the place. Upon the way betwixt Srran-' 
raver and the hired Barn where Mr. Cameron lived, 
Two of theſe Wretches did. overtake Mir. Kam/ay, 
Miniſter of Stranraver , as 2& was going to vitir 
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Mr. Cameron, and carried him along with them , 
who came there while they were wounding Mr. Ca- 
weron's Servant, and Mr. Cameron and lus Wite, 
and a tender Infant on her Breaſts, in their hands , 
imploring Mercy from that barbarous Crew for 
themſelves and Servants. When Mr. Ramſay came 
nigh them they ſhouted , and with a ſeeming Joy 
called to each other, 7here is another Dog : and that 
Mr. Meitkan, bke a mad man, run towards Mr.ARam- 
fay with his naked Sword, and in a great Fury was 
drawing a full ftroak towards his Head, which doubt. 
lets would have killed him dead , but that by the 
good Providence of God one of his Fellows, more 
tobcr than he, warded off the blow. Afterwards 
they conlulted to ſhoot theſe two Miniſters, next to 
tye their hands, and drive them into a Lake nigh 
that place to drown them, 'and to rumor it abroad 
that they did it themſelves, and fo were guilty of 
Fele de ſe. Art laſt, by mollitying words,they per- 
{waded thoſe Savages to forbear their Perſons for 
that time, threatning in the mean time their dearth 
if they continued Eight days longer in that Coun- 
try, allowing Mr. Cameron five days longer to tran(- 
port his Furniture out of that Paroch. But a Meſ- 
ſenger coming, trom one of the Commiſſioners , 

Gilbert Moteir ruling. Elder of that Paroch,with 
Orders not to allow Mr. Cameron one hour to tran(- 
port his Family ; and {ſo they immediately broke 
part of his Houſhold Goods, and caſt out his Fur- 
niture. The reaſon of that peremptory Meſlage 
was, becaule Mr. Millar, a Meeting-Houle Preach- 
er, who preached in two or three Paroches there- 
abouts, was the next day to get a Call tro Mr. Came- 
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ron's Charch, and they muſt have Mr. Cameron th 
deſert his Paroch before they could call anottier. 
Whale thoſe Wretches were bulzed in abnting Mr. 
Cameron's Goods, Mr. Ramſay got. out of the way, 
and by by-ways got to his own Houle ; tor he over- 
heard them (#y that they would lead him in a new 
Procefſion. But as for Mr.Cameron,they fo threatned 
the People that hired him that Barn ( after he had 
been twice put from his own Houle , and once out 
ot his own Barn) that choſe People , or any in his 
Paroch, when they would very wilhngly keep and 
thelrer cheir Miniſter, yet they dared not lodge Mr. 
Cameron and his poor Family one Night longer, chat 
he, his Wife, and tender Intant, were expoled to the 
rigidity of a cold and ſtormy Night, having ao ©6- 
ther place to bye im but in the oper! Air. 

Next day after they had baniſhed Mr. Cameron 
from his Paroch, they went to Mr. Semmervell,and 
treated him as | have already told you , and then to 
Mr. Naeſmyth , Miniſter of Xirkcolme , whom after 
they had put from his Manſe , they then pur from 
the Barn he had hired , abufing his Furniture, and 
would not afow him ſo mach time, &s until his 
Wite ſhould be brought to Bed and recover, who 
_ Mmute expedted her Paines, and was that 
Week delivered of # Child. Neither did they ſpare 
Mr. Bawis, Miniſter of Srephen's Church, notwith- 
ſtandivg his Entdeavours ro wheedle himlelf into 
their Favours , bur '2s 'they put Him out of ls 
Churehy, (& they diſpoſſeſſed litm of tirs'Honſe;threw 
out hisGoods, and abuſed his Furniture, the very 
day before he was going to tranſport himſelf and 
Goods for Edenburgh , he he might not have any 
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reaſon to (ay he went voluntarily away , but as ©- 
ther Miniſters was forced. 

And Mr. Ramſay, Miniſter of Straxraver , being 
informed that Mr. Millar , that he might lift his 
Tyrhe of the Herrings, and {eize upon his Living, 
intended to hound them out upon him, and to cauile 
them pour the Dregs of their Fury on his Family , 
while they were making their progreſs in the Coun- 
try, chaſing the Shepherds from their Flocks, that 
tle Wolves might more eaſily devour them, reſer- 
ving him to the laſt Scene , becauſe in a publick 
place ; he was torced to flee to [reland : But what 
through their outragious Carriage, and affliction 
his Wife was in for tear of his lite , ſhe contracted 
a Fever, which went thorough his whole Family ; 
and yet when abſent, and his poor Wite and three 
young Children were lying at the point of Death , 
Mr. Millar ſeized upon lus Tythe of the Herrings ; 
and in that deplorable Condition his poor Family 
was in, Millar would not allow them the value of 
one of Mr. Ramſay's Herrings totuccour their lives. 
Mr. Ramſay continued two Months and a half in 
[reland , and ſerved the Cure of Donoghadee for 
Mr. Maxwell, who was then Chaplain to Colonel 
Herbert's Regiment ; and when the Camp at Duxo- 
dalk broke up, and Mr. Maxwe@Z returned home , 
hearing that ſomething of the Predbyterian Fury was 
abated, he went home to his diſtreſſed Family. But 
he, and thoſe. Miniſters who lived at Stranraver , 
were in ſuch a Condition that they could ſcarcely 
live, for they would give them nothing of their by. 
gone Stipends for a preſent Subſiſtence, they would 
oot give ſo much to Mr. Ramſay as to pay the Fu- 
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nerals of one of his Children, when he died. Yea, 
ſo cruel and unjuſt were they to the Miniſters in 
that Country, that the Sheriff encouraged all thoſe 
to whom they were owing any thing, to ſue them 
betore him and his Deputy , and ſentenced them to 
make payment ; while on the other hand he retuſed 
to hear them as to their purſuit of bygone Stipends, 
that they might have wherewith to pay their juſt 
Debts, and nouriſh the Lives of their Families, 
which reduced them to the molt pinching Extrem- 
ties, fo that they were forced to fell the Furniture 
of their Houſes at low Rates to pay their Debts, and 
lupply the Neceſſities of their Families. Sir, where 
they were wearied with mobbing the Miniſters, and 
their Fund of money failed to pay their Souldiers, 
when the People of Zreland went home; at laſt, 
aſhamed any further to abuſe the Perſons of the Mi- 
niſters, and to baniſh them out of the Shire, as well 
as Paroches, they at laſt took that method to ſtarve 
them out of that Country ; a Cruelty intollerable , 
and of which the very Tarks would have been aſha- 
med to be guilty. 

Sir, This is a true Account of the Perſecution of 
the Presbytery of Stranraver ; and had it not beciy 
for — upon your Patience, by a longer Pa- 
per, I could have added many more conliderable 
things in that Perſecution, which would almoſt ſur- 
paſs the belief of ſober Chriſtians, that thoſe who 
make ſuch glorious pretences , as to be the onl 
People of , ſhould be {o unlike God, and nil. 
ty of ſuch monſtrous Barbarities,as they can ſcarce- 
ly charge the moſt Savage Iafidels with the like : 
But what I have wrote, | am able to prove, _ 
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called, by many unacceptionable Witnefies , and 
maugre their Malice and common Impudence to de- 
ny tie Truth of what makes againſt rhem ; when 
queſtioned, I ſhall make this, and much more ap- 
pear, as alſo, the Pertoas and Names of thote, who 
were either the Proje&ors, Abettors, or Inſtruments 
of this Perſecution to their Intamy and Dilgrace. 

Sir, I thought to have given you a ſhort Account 
of the general Perſecution of the whole Clergy , 
which might be reduced into four Claſſes. r. Thoſe 
perſecuted by the Mobile tctore the 1 3th day of 
April, 1689. and not noticed by the Eſtates, but to- 
rally neglected, as Deſerts, and left without the pro- 
reftion of the Government, as the Conventions Pro- 
clamation, dated the ſaid day, does ſufficiently inſi- 
auate. 2. Thoſe who complied, and were perlecu- 
ted by the Rabble, as the Presb of Stranraver, 
and many Miniſters in the Eaft and South of Scor- 
land ; or thoſe, who after they complied , were de- 
prived by the Councel, becaute they did it not on 
the individual day appointed, when the Proclamati- 
on came not to their hands againſt the time requi- 
red, nor could they have the opportunity of ob- 
taining it ſooner, then when they obeyed it ; as Mr, 
David Toung a Miniſter in Pearthſhire, the Miniſter 
of Torryburne, the Miniſter of North-Berwick , and 
feveral others. 3. Thoſe who were deprived'by the 
Councel for not compliance , there being not fo 
much as 2.4 hours giveryfome of them to adviſe on 
ſo wei an Aﬀair. 4 Thoſe who are now de- 
poſed by - rhe holy Inquiſition of the Presbyterian 
Preachers; of each of which I could give you ma- 
ny fad Inſtances, and with what hard mealure they 

have 
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have been treated : But becauſe the Inſtances of the 
firſt three Claſſis, are already in print, and thoſe 
of the laſt Chaſſis ſhortly coming out. I ſhall only 
trouble you with a ſhort Account of Mr. Doag/as, 
who you knew is now in Eng/and, who was mobbed 
betore the : 3th of April, 1689. 

Sir, In the beginning of February, 1683. upon a 
Munday there came to Stirling Seventy Camaronians 
and ſurrounded Mr. Dexg/as ius Hoaſe , and forced 
open Is Doors, and atter many approbrious Speech- 
cs belched out againſt him , and all the Epiſcopal 
Clergy, they diicharged him to preach any more 
under the hazard of his life ; yet afterwards Mr. 

las continued preaching tor feveral Lord's days, 
but under (ach Apprehenfionsof their Fury, that he 
was forced to retire all the Week from his own 
Houſe, and ab{cond ; but they receiving Information 
that he preached after they difcha him, in tte 
beginning of March thereafter, on a Lord's day after 
he had done with Sermon , they came again to- 
wards Stirling, thinking to find Mr. Dozg/as at the 
Caurch, but having timous Advertiſement , and a 
Horſe ready at the Church Style to leap on , before 
they came to that Town, he eſcaped to Edenburgh ; 
wherefore being diſappointed, they ſet Watches tor 
him in every Corner to murther him, if he at- 
tempted to return to his Church and Houſe, fo that 
he was forced to ſtay at Edenburgh. But it was not 
enough that they had affrighted him from home , 
but next they came upon his Wife , threatning her 
with the greateſt of Severiries it ſhe did not depart 
out of that Houſe and Paroch ; but at laſt, procu- 
ring a little time for tranſporting her Family and Fur- 
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niture, ſhe wrote to her Hudband for lus Advice ; 
who knowing the Severities [us Neighbours met 
with, and what murthers and fſlaughters had been 
committed by that helliſh Crew, and tollowing the 
advice of our Saviour, when we are pcriccuted in 
one City to flic to another, he wrote to his Wite 
totraniport her {clt and Family as {oon as poliible to 
Edenburgh, where yet ſhe continues, ſince he came to 
England; and notwithſtanding ot this Severity done 
him and his Family, he is neglected by the Con- 
vention, left without the protection of the Govern- 
ment, and by this current Parhamenr, in its laſt Sel- 
ſion, called a Delcrtcr. 

Sir, Notwithſtanding of this cruel and barbarous 
Perſecution, ot which 1 have but given you a very 
{mall and imperfe&t Account, it being much {adder 
and more affliftive then I am able to exprels; yet 
aſter repeated Complaints thereot to ſome of thole 
intruſted for preſent with the Government in Scor- 
land, no Redreſs could be had, nor Conſideration 
taken thereof , but to the prejudice of thoſe Mini- 
ſters who were not then involved in fo ſad Circum- 
ſtances; for a new Petition occaſioned a new Snare 
tor intrapping thoſe, who had nor been as yet catch- 
ed in their Nets, and no relict afforded thoſe under 
the laſh ; but their buſinels waved, or it ſome ſham 
Redrels was propoſed then under hand, ſome dealr 
with thoſe Parochiners, whom it concerned, to ren- 
der the ſame ineffeQtual: As in the Caſe of the 
Miniſter of Bogie , when the Heritors ot his Pa- 
roch protected him againſt the Mobile, a great Per- 
{on wrote them a Lettcr , forbidding them to aſſiſt 
their Miniſter, but to ſuffer the Rabble to take their 
Courſe : 
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Courſe ; which Letter his Grace, my Lord Duke of 


Hamilton, produced at the: Councel Table toi the 
' conſternation of the Perſon who wrote ir. And when 
Complaints were given in, that Perſon who wrote 
the ſaid Letter, would nor ſuffer them to be heard, 
but would tell the Complainers, 'That the Common 
People were inraged, and now when they lad the 
opportunity, they would revenge them{elves, and 
it were not fit at this time to contradict them. 

What Reaſons were given them by our Clergy, 
the two laſt Reigns to provoke them to lay aſide all 
Humanity, and againſt the common Rules of $So- 
cicty, let be Chriſtianity to become ſo cruel and 
barbarous, I am altogether ignorant ; and Iam ſure 
our Clergy are able to defie them to give one In- 
ſtance, where any Diſſenter ſuffered Death, or were 
any ways injured by the Information or Inſtigation 
of any Miniſter of Scotland, or that any Dillenter 
did ſuffer purely for diſſenting, ; but only in the Cale 
of open Rebellioa, which being deſtructive of Civil 
Government, no Civil Magiſtrate can tolerate ; or 
-in the Caſe of the murder of Dr, Sharp Archbiſhop 
of St. Andrews , or the wounding Dr. Zomnymax 
Biſhop of Orkney, with a poyſoned Bullet, which, oc- 
caGoned his Death ; or murther 'of Mr, Peter 
Peirſou Miniſter of Carſpherne in Galoway ; or the 
murther of Mr, Stewart and Mr. Xenneway , two 
- Gentlemen of the King's Life Guard at Swine-Ably ; 
-or the horrid butcheries and murther commirted an 
the Perſon of Mr. Blair, one of the Duke of FHamil- 
ton's Chamberlaing,. they ripping up his Body alive, 
and taking out his Bowels, at his own Houle ; | or he 
barbarous Cruelties committed upon the Perſans of 
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Mr. Zawſon Miniſter of '/rovgray”, ' whom ,; after he 
had:plentitully entertained them at bis'Houleyhe be- 
ang a lame man, 'they brovght/\vub and-watinded 
han in nineteen ſeveral places of his'Bady,, -wheeeot 
thirteen were in his Head, leaving mm wvheir appre- 
henſion dead,although atterwards by God's good Pro- 
vidence, to the admiration of all men, he recovered ; 
asallo for their barbarous Cruelties commirred upon 
Mr. Ramſay, then Miniſter of Auchinlect, Mr Shawof 
,Ainwotth, and leveral others ; and yer when :any of 
them were puniſhed for theſe nororious!Crimes'; as 
the Authors, Abettors, or Aﬀors, the'Clergy never 
appearedagainſt rhem , either as Judges,” Accuſers, 
Parry,or Witnefles. Yea when/the'Government'cork- 
mandet the Clergy vo inform-againſt 1cHols Pebple , 
they generally declined it,until ar laſt, when.the Ja- 
ſtice'Courts went thorough the Country , they ſum- 
moned-the Clergy to give-in Catalogues of their Pa- 
rochiners and -Dilfenters' upon Oath, or ctherwiſe to 
'be-colmmitted'to' Goal, to abide Trial for —— 
Authority; ſo thar beihg; upon Oath forced'to/give 
in the Names of Diſknters, yetthey did ipwith titel 
excuſts and mitigations, that very tew ever{uffered, 
-either 4n their Perſons or Eftates,upon their Igtorma- 
tion, which ſufficiently teſbifred: thy Miniſters averfi- 
08 to anything that-mthe eaſt mighr' give ht 
reaſon ir6""fiſpett then in-having -any dealing (in 
. what was'inflidted-on them by tlie 'Governinent. 
'Pven oftentimes the Minifters imployed their-power 
-u#t-rnoyea to fave them when accuſed ; 'and now 
thoſe who by their inteyeclſion eſcaped, :will horge- 
knowledge thoſe Miniſters as aftive Inftruments,b8t 
ell them it was againſt their — 
them, 
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them, and that God forexd them to! do what they 
did, as Andrew Roſs, Son to John RoſS of Carnebrock,, 
rold Mr. Naeſmyth,who ſaved his Father,and pleaded 
of a Fine that was to be impofed upon him ; and as 
leveral others fpeak to their Benetactors ; all the re- 
ward that Mr. Naeſmyth got for his kindnels, was,that 
the ſame Andreur RofS told Mr. Nagſmyththat it was not 
fit that-either he,orany other Miniter,ſhould be ſut- 
tkred tolivein that Country , leaſt they might after- 
wards do them harm, and give information of their 
deſigns. And indeed, Sir, thoſe who elcaped by the 
incencetiton of anyiNiniſher,arc now become the great- 
ctt and: Perſeeutor that ſuch a Miniſter hath, 
as that Andrew: Rofcauied todraw up 2 Summons to 
that Minifter to from his Churckand Mane, 
and was the great caule of all thoſe Troubles that Mr. 
Naeſmyth races wiki finct:. Sir jor all; the loud clamors 
ofa Barfecittion the Preybyterians 1 the twa 
laſt Reigns, I-can/confidently affirm, and an able to 
prove, the} Epiſcopal Glergy weredhe only. Perſons 
perſecuted alt:the-zume,either in their Names, Goods, 
or Perſbas, ſeveral of _ murthered, ſomewound- 
cd, and others affrighted from their Houſes, and: tors: 
oed in fraſt and ſtore) Nights to-whnder abqus for 
fear of thoirilives, [Andindecd, becauſe the -Prodey tes: 
rian& were noti ſuffered, w aithment, to ſup» 
plant\Ggvernmens,murther, rand defame, then 
they gung it-abroad that: they were. perfecuted/; and 
becaui a was eftablithed by Law, 
and nenbrret|Fyittia a5; MOre: Card 
{cnet tol Mienarotiy /and of: more: quiet, 
and better: les than the:bthers; when only1tho 
Civib Powers cognizante af the Fanatick ctimes; 
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Now they change their Note, and'{onuird abroad! 
that Epiſcopacy was an intolterale Grievance to that 
Nation, and they had reaton {o-barbarouſly ro abuſe 
the Clergy ot Scotland, becaule intruders, Presbyte- 
ry being the ancient Church Government of that 
Kingdom, and by which it was retormed, 

Indced, it their Argument were as true, as they 
have the affrontary to affirm it, yet when we con(1- 
der, Scotland was reformed in a tumultuary way,and 
againſt the will of the Supream Magiſtrate, becauſe 
they pretended only to be Presbyters who had the 
chicf hand in the Retormartion, if ir follow that there- 
tore Presbytery ought to be the Churcli Government, 
the Argument will as well hold that the Governmenr 
ſhould be Anarchy and Contufion in the State , and 
the Civil Governmen: ſhould te as confuſed and tu- 
multuary, as'Presbytery 1n the Church, is ſufficient- 
ty known to bez and we may fairly. gueſs whether 
theſe men tend at laſt, who-make-the pretence of a 
Predbytcrian Reformation, :tor ſetting up Presbytery 
in Stotlawd ; that it King Wiltam, or any other 
Prince, offer to curb them when infolent ( which is 
a common -vertue amongſt: them) if ir be in. their 
_ they will not ſtand torfet up as'fair. a' Plea 

' Democracy in the State, which may as rati- 
onally urge upon-the fame principle that they plead: 
for Presbytery in the Kirk. And indeed King. Fames 
the Sixth of Scotland, and Firſt of  Emg/and, who un- 
derſtood them very well, and did-lce thorough their: 
C__ _—_—_ diſciplin'd by them, /in his: 
Bafilicon: Doron, can tell us, that they: are the Pefts 
of 'the Commonwealth, as well as Church. Whiat« 
ever Favours have been hitherto conferred on' them, 
will never be able to ſecure: them; ut they be re- 
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ſtrain'd in the leaſt Extravagancy tor the future. 

ing James and his Son King Char/es may be ſut- 
ficient Leſſons to their Royal Succeſſors King James 
from his own Experience in his Bafilicon Doron, de- 
clares, That no Deſerts will oblige them, nor Oaths 
nor Obligations bind them ; and then in that 7e/ta- 
ment of [1s to the Prince, proteſts before the great 
God, that the wild Highlanders and Border-thieves, 
were not ſo unthanktful, nor guilty of more vile lies 


and perjuries, then thete Fanatick Spirits. And alas !/ 


we found it too fad a truth; that in ſo far as that' 
glorious Martyr King Charles the Firlt receaded 
trom the Goldea Rules which his Royal Father 


wrote in that Book for the Government ot Scotland, 


that bleſſed Prince advanced ſo many ſteps towards 


his Martyrdom. Nor is it to be imagined, that the, 


Presbyterians now in. Scotland are more moderate 
than their Predeceſlors { which all good Ohriſtians 
would have wiſhed) but their Cruelty towards. the 
poor Clergy there, their engaging Parents at the 


Baptiſm. ot their Children to bring themup.conform 


to-their Covenants, and with Rules,and others Pray . 


ers, to purge Eng/and of Prelacy and 'Superltition , 
as well as Scotland, are clear indicium's of theur Mo- 
deration, that they are of the, holy and- covenanted 
Seed, and degenerate nothing, but exactly trace the: 
glorious tootiteps of theyr F reruns 

2. As to: their pretence, \That.. cotland was Re- 


formed by Presþyters. I; wayld: inquire, who Or-. 


dained theſe Prebyters + Whether Biſhops, or pot? 
If they were not ordained. by Biſhops,whas Miracles, 


did-rhey work 'to prove their extraordinary Miſſion, 


that I may believe them to, be Presbyters, as they 
Fo give 
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give it out? If they were ordained by Biſhops, it can-- 
not be called a pute Prcybyterian Reformation, . for F 
ſuppoſe, which noneean deny, they were obliged ro 
preach the Goſpel, as the Bilhop who conferred or- 
ders upon them, bound them thereunto. And that the 
Gofpel was preached at the Retormatioa firſt by 
Presbyters, from thence to infer their Exemption 
trom Epiſcopal Juriſdiction for the turure , and ob- 
ligation to abolthh that Sacred Order, is ſuch an In- 
ference as might have juſtified the Samaritans and 
Ethiopians, it they had ſer up only the Government 
of Deacons in their Churches, and had rejected the 
Authority of the: Apoſtles, becauſe they were at firſt 
converted by Philip a Deacon. 

3. That theſe Premiſfes are as falſe as the Con- 
clufion is which they drzw from them, will appear,in 
that Scotland had (everal Bifhops:who reformed, wze, 
amongſt the reſt Dr. Gordon Bifhop'of Galoway, 2nd 
Adam Biſhop of Orkwey'; that the' latter retormed,we 
have zh undeniable inftahce in that of the Confiſtories 
offering to Excommiunicate him for marrying Queen 
Mary and 'the Earl of Bothwell! ; and it were a con- 
eelidibt'to Extommunicate one who was' not - of 
the Proteſtant Communion. Puecher;in thoſe places 
where Popiſh Biſhops were poſleſſed of the Revenues 
at the beginning of the Refortmation,there were Pro- 
teſtant Biſhops appointed in 'their -places under the 
Name of Superintetidants, who had the power of 
Ordicationatid/Jurifditionlodged inthem (although 
I'muſt conf&s'they "were not conſecrated ' by other 
Biſhops) yet'none coald ordaitor exercife Juriſdi- 
cion' without rhem} whieh- ſifficiently 'reſtified! the 
humour and opinion of theſe times: againſt ' Preſ(- 
” Js byterian 
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byterian-Parity ; for theſe Superintendants weat up | 
and down their particular JuriſdiQtions holding Vil 
tations, and exerciling' Diſcipline, and had /a Jarger 
Maintenance - allowed then than other + Mint» 
ſters, upon. theaccount of their-Dignity and Expen- 
ces in travelling to their Viſitations. The other B>' 
hops of that Kangdom fate in Parliament, and there 
repreſeated the: Clergy;the firſt Eſtate thereof. There 
was {tarce agy;mention of the:;Geneva, Diſcipline,: un» 
til inthe Year of our Lord x575.Mr.wdrew Metvill 
broyght the:ſame to Scotland, whom Fob Durie a» 
betted at Edenburgh, no doubt, being a popular mari, 
becauſe he miſled a Superintendeney.. 50 that-as-for 
the Antiquity of that Pageant Government. of Pris 
bytery:in Scotland, the Reformatuwir wias inot any 
begun, but allo 'fully fertled. for : mariy years under 
the Government of Biſhaps and — 
til; King James in Awol 5927s. [ta ſt Prefs 
bytery up,.by the itaportumity'(ofia factious Nohilh - 
ty, who'were ſtill abuſing kim, 1each differgar/Party 
taking poſſefſion of hisRogallPerion; until they for- 
ced [1m to;grant-theiy Deniands!)Ritrthen-thagwale 
Prince recovered his Liberty, and more command of 
his own Perſon and Judgment, he ſet himſelf in car- 
neſt about the Reſtauration of that truly Ancieat and + 


Apoſtolical Government of the Church by Biſhops, 


which out of all our impartial Hiſtorians, will ſuſfici- 
ently appear to any unprejudged Readers. 

Sir, The ſadAccount-whichil have given you of the 
Priecution of the Scotch Clergy, although it be not 
tully,but imperte&tly repreſented by me, yet methinks 
it is ſo great,as to move compatllion in any Chriſtian 
heart towards them;but more eſpecially,it ve conſider 
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that not only they are forced from their Ca 
their'Perfons abuſed, but alſo by thol® Mechiavelr 
murthered in their Names and Reputation ; an Injury 
more grievous than Death it ſelf ; it being the" 
of thole vile Lyars and Slanderers, not'only'to be- 
{partera whole Church, (the greateſt impudence i- 
maginable) but alſo {o to blacken them, as that they 
may be eſteemed the greateſt Criminals in the world, 
that their Cruelties might be excuſed, and tho(c 
Miniſters deprived of that Pity and Compaffion that 
their Calamity would move from the -molt Savage 
Breaſts but that of the Presbyterians, which is the 
ſevereſt of all Perſecutions. God be thanked, 'not- 
ing the Reproaches of their implacable E- 
nemies, I am able to affirm, that they ſufter not as c- 
vil doers, neither for the manifeſt Breach of Divine 
or Humane Laws, but only for that” Venerable and 


Sacred Order of Eiſcopacy, and their Zeal for the 
Church-againſt the Fanaticks of the Kirk, which 1 
hope'you, and all true Sons of the Church will {6 
conſider; as to afford them your Prayers and Endea- 
vours for their Reſtoration and preſent Relief. 
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